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This has been an exciting year for the Colorado Chapter of REFORMA, a year that has had challenges, rewards and growth.  The year began with a meeting of brainstorming ideas what should be the goals and objectives for the year.    The members agreed that networking was a key factor that needed to be nurtured for the future success of the Colorado Chapter.  Patty McLaughlin of SALUD Community Partnerships spoke briefly at the August meeting about the SALUD network functions. Reports were given of Lando’s Run for the Money.   Orlando Archibeque ran 15 miles up Pikes Peak to raise money for the REFORMA Scholarship fund.  Amando Alvarez a long time member of REFORMA published his book Rising River:  The Blackfoot Chronicles.  The Colorado Chapter launched its first local newsletter to be produced quarterly, edited by Mary Clare Wickins.

  In October the Denver Public Library sponsored Ben Ocon to speak at the Colorado Association of Libraries October conference at Keystone ski resort.  We were happy to host Ben Ocon for the conference and a reception.  His speech was inspiring and enlightening.  Several REFORMA members presented sessions at the conference on book purchasing, programming, and services to Latinos and the Spanish speaking.  

 As the November elections approached and Colorado had an issue that dealt with Bilingual programs in schools, many articles and discussions were addressing the issue of Language Rights.  The November meeting featured Denver Councilman, Dennis Gallagher with his thoughts on Language Rights as well as how to best influence and get to know your legislatures.

December 12, 2003 the Colorado Chapter of REFORMA became an interest group to The Colorado Association of Libraries.  A big thank you goes to all the members who signed the petition and did the research to make this a reality. 

The Christmas party was a joyous event for us to relax and get to know each other better.  Ofeyla Ramirez was honored for many years of service with the Colorado Chapter.  

Launching into 2003, the Colorado Chapter of REFORMA was one of the sponsors of a workshop for Colorado Librarians on Diversity with Yolanda Cuesta, a very informative and exciting workshop, well received by the attendees.  REFORMA members also were enthusiastic hosts for the workshop as well as Yolanda Cuesta.  We hope to have her back for the Colorado Association of Libraries conference in October 2003.

April proved also to be a very busy month for the chapter.  REFORMA is in charge of the exhibit tables for the Young Adult Literature conference.  This year exhibitors doubled in number and many attendees were in interested in the REFORMA display table itself.  Mary Clare Wickins and Amando Alvarez both REFORMA members featured a session at the YA conference.  REFORMA voted to issue a mini-grant to the Barnum Branch of Denver Public Library to support a book give-away for their Día De Los Niños - Día de Los Libros event.   Other libraries were encouraged and held Día de Los Ninos … programs.  The events seem to be widespread and more plentiful than in previous years.  Several programs were featured in the newsletter.  At the April meeting guest speaker Francisco Miraval spoke on concepts of time in the Latino culture, connecting dreams, Latinos three essential characteristics - brotherhood, creativity, acceptance of the Divine.

This year, the REFORMA chapter has achieved the following goals:

· Increased membership by 40%

· Increased awareness of the organization in the library and public communities

· Increased information lines within the organization by way of the newsletter and e-list

· Increased contacts for networking

· Supported community programs

· Supported continuing education for Librarians

· Active in Scholarship fund raising events

Next year the Colorado chapters hopes to continue these goals as well as the following:

· Establish an approved budget – to enable the president and officers to act quickly on expenditures.

· Continue to have informative speakers at meetings

· To increase members

· To establish better networking with other areas of the state

· To establish a mini-grant system for libraries to utilize resources
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