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We began our year with a well-attended August meeting at Regis University.  Judith Valdez was recognized for her loyalty and service as president (1999-2001). Plans for the coming year involved building membership and gaining recognition through involvement in projects and conferences. 

Directory of Members and Contacts


An ongoing problem that our chapter faces is poor attendance at meetings. As of May 7, 2002, the chapter reported 25 members, and 55 subscribers to our electronic discussion list.  To improve communication, we distributed a directory of all participants on our electronic discussion list, both members and nonmembers.  The list was created from e-mail signatures that were copied into one directory.  Having names, addresses, phones and fax numbers in one place helped greatly in correspondence throughout the year.  

Archives


We initiated an Archives, collecting correspondence, news clippings, program information, etc., so that the activities of our chapter would be remembered.  Elizabeth Happy, archivist of Regis University, gave us tips on setting up our archive at the August meeting.  Karen Bary of Westminster Public Library volunteered to be our chapter archivist.

Mascota, Jalisco, Mexico Project


In December, we partnered with Regis University to sponsor Dr. Janet St. Clair’s "Mascota Project."  Dr. St. Clair, a member of the Regis University English Department, needed help in her sabbatical plan to bring library books to a small town in the state of Jalisco, Mexico.  Through used book sales and library "Holiday Giving Trees," we were able to help her raise over $4,000 in funds for the purchase of new books and the repair of still usable discards.  This project resulted in newspaper publicity for our chapter.  

Web Site


Our Web Jefe, Ellen Greenblatt, made many improvements, updates, and revisions to our Colorado Chapter website.  We replaced the Aztec tile with a Colorado "waving" flag.  We decided to retain the colors black and red in honor of the United Farm Workers, although we need to rework the contrasts for better readability. A"Spotlight on Our Members" section, honoring members involved in publishing and library activities in the state, was added. 

Diversity Series at Auraria Library


In September, we were invited to speak at Auraria Library's "Diversity Series" event.  Ruth, Amando, Lando, Judith, Cindy, Ellen, and I spoke of the goals and mission of Reforma, and the many opportunities it affords its members.

Camello Blanco & Goofy Gift Exchange


In December, we held a tamale and chile potluck, and goofy gift exchange.  The gift exchange (Camello Blanco) has become a tradition, and we look forward to getting a silly gift.  With a brigade of crockpots, we were able to provide delicious food for all.  Dr. Janet St. Clair was our special guest, and she was made an "Honorary Latina" with the bestowal of an official Reforma Colorado Chapter certificate.

Bilingual Storytimes


In March we held a special program on "Bilingual Storytimes."  With the help of Pilar Castro Reino, Jill Kiernan, and Lisa Murilla of Denver Public Library, we met at the Belmar Library and exchanged tips and strategies for presenting children’s programs to Spanish-speaking populations.  Over 30 librarians from the Denver metro area and Greeley attended.  It was an enthusiastic sharing and exchange of experiences and ideas.  Perhaps the most memorable tip was that of "parallel programming."  Pilar stated that if several programs could take place simultaneously, then the chances of families being able to attend were increased.  For example, offer ESL classes or tax help at the same time as a storytelling or craft session.  Afterschool programs were also suggested.  Pilar encouraged everyone not to be disheartened by low attendence.  She suggested offering a series or cycle of programs, and then pausing before another cycle is offered.  The most amusing suggestion was to invite "cute" firemen to do a program on safety, first aid, or CPR as this would surely attract young mothers of small children.  The most successful program with teens was a model car building event.  The "Bilingual Storytimes" program was well publicized through the efforts of Bonnie McCune of the Colorado State Library, and was one of the most successful gatherings of our year.

Young Adult Literature Conference


In April, we managed the exhibits for the 2002 Young Adult Literature Conference (Denver).  Ruth, Colleen Spar, and I were able to contract eight exhibitors, including Tattered Cover Book Store, Econo Clad, and Perma Bound.  I was unable to get a volunteer for this two-year commitment of service, but with the help of Ruth and Colleen, the three of us kept our chapter’s position as Exhibit’s Coordinator open.  Now that we have been initiated, next year will be much easier!

Dialog in Durango


In May, after almost a year of planning, our chapter traveled to the Center of Southwest Studies, Fort Lewis College, Durango.  At the invitation of librarian Elayne Walstedter, we organized a day of sharing and exchange on the topic of library service to Latinos and Spanish-speaking patrons.  With funding from Reforma, Fort Lewis College, the Southwest Regional Library Services System (SWRLSS), La Plata Electric Association, Colorado State Library, Park Elementary School, and the Durango Public Library, we were able to bring storyteller Angel Vigil to Durango where he presented over a dozen story events throughout the city and in the schools.  


Sharon Chickering Moller of Colorado Mountain College, and Ghada Elturk of the Boulder Public Library, presented sessions on service and outreach.  We then gathered for a catered box lunch and were entertained by Lourdes Carrasco of the Fort Lewis College Modern Language Department.  Angel Vigil was able to join us for this.  The Spanish songs were a treat, and included "La Paloma."  


In the afternoon, we gathered in the John F. Reed Library for a "Hard Qustions/Preguntas Difíciles" panel.  Ghada Elturk, Leslie Monsalve-Jones, Angel Vigil, and Amano Álvarez entertained questions from the audience.  There was a lively discussion of the terms Spanish, Mexican, Hispanic, Latino, helping us realize what a diverse group we are attempting to serve.  We also pooled ideas on how to publicize our library programs in the Latino community.


That evening, at the Strater Hotel, many of us returned for a special "Dinner with Angel Vigil."  We had all evening to chat, network, relax, and at the end, we were treated to one final story by Mr. Vigil.  The story was "Tres Ratones," in which a mother rat astounds her children by speaking "Dog" when the cat comes around.  The moral:  "Sometimes it’s good to be bilingual!"

Thus ended a wonderful day!


The Durango meeting also represented a joint venture with the New Mexico Chapter, and several New Mexico librarians attended, including Leslie Monsalve-Jones, the chapter president.  Colorado is very proud of this cooperative event, which also attracted librarians from Wyoming and Arizona.  

Author in our Midst


Amando Álvarez published a collection of his short stories and poetry in a book entitled, Rising River: The Blackfoot Chronicles.  A review of his book will appear in the Refomra Newsletter.  We are very proud of Amando's achievement as he displays scholarship and talent in these wonderful fiction pieces that highlight his growing up in a migrant labor camp in Idaho.

Mentoring


Several of our members were involved in the Reforma Mentoring program, including Judith Valdez, Gwen Gregory, Beckie Brazell, and Mary Clare Wickins.  


Scholarship Fund Raising


Orlando Archibeque will once again "run" to support the raising of funds for the Reforma Scholarship Committee.  Also, we intend to buy many Reforma pins in support of the scholarship effort.

Closing Comments


We have maintained membership (30), gaining new members and losing old ones.  Our past president, Judith Valdez, offered us valuable advice throughout the year.  Our secretary, Orlando Archibeque, supported our group with ideas and the development of handouts for the Durango event.  Cindy Martinez, our treasurer, handled a very active year with many donations from the Mascota project, and many checks for Durango.   Our vice-president, Ruth DeChant Munive, assisted me in everything. Perhaps her greatest achievement, in my opinion, was driving Amando and I over Wolf Creek Pass (on the way to Durango) in a mini-van!  



Attendance at meetings is still a problem, and with budget cuts in libraries, the outlook for next year looks poor.  It is becoming increasingly difficult for librarians to participate in a professional organization that relies on the support of each individual member’s library.  Our electronic discussion list continues to be the  chief communication tool. 


Next year, we are looking forward to our Colorado Association of Libraries conference in October 2002 as Ben Ocon has been invited as keynote speaker.  This event shows how Reforma has grown in reputation and respect, and is being recognized and affirmed in Colorado.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mary Clare Wickins

President, Reforma Colorado Chapter

(Graciously delivered by Beckie Brazell)

