REFORMA - Colorado Chapter

Annual Report

June 2000 - July 2001 

Membership:


26 Professional/Library support staff members


  3 Library Science Student Members


  6 Library/Library School Members

               3 Community Supporter


  1 Corporate Member

Total      39 Members

Officers:

Last year, we were unable to get enough nominations to fulfill all of the positions of the officers.  A special election was held and the ballot was approved to suspend chapter bylaws for one year, in order to revise bylaws and reorganize the chapter.  As past president, Judith Valdez agreed to preside over chapter meetings and conduct the business of the chapter.  Cynthia Martinez volunteered to continue as Treasurer.  There was a call for nominations at the normally scheduled election time in May of 2001.  June 8, 2001 was the deadline for return of ballots. This year we were able to have a successful election.

The election results were made public during the week of June 11, 2001.  Thirty-six ballots were mailed out.  The total number of ballots returned was 14.  This represented a voter turnout rate of approximately 40% (in comparison to rates for National REFORMA at 32% and ALA at 16%).  While the Colorado Chapter members voted at a greater percentage, it still represents less than half of the eligible members.  The elected candidates will begin their respective tenure at the conclusion of the ALA Annual Conference meetings in San Francisco.  The new officers are as follows:


President:  Mary Clare Wickins


President-elect:  Ruth DeChant Munive


Secretary:  Orlando Archibeque


Treasurer:  Cindy Martinez

Presentations:

Sponsored Dia del Nino program at RNCII in August 2000 which was a panel discussing the history of the holiday and hints for creating programs to celebrate it.

Sponsored Cuentos: the Power of Storytelling from a Cultural Point of View, which was a very successful program with Angel Vigil a local Colorado author.

Co-sponsored and supported by the Colorado State Library, on March 26, 2001, the regularly scheduled business meeting of REFORMA Colorado was followed by a presentation by Sharon Chickering Moller, author of Library Service to Spanish-Speaking Patrons:  A Practical Guide.  The event was held the Cultural Legacy Bookstore.  

Moller talked about her book and some cultural differences that can lead to misunderstanding between people. She has gathered a variety of program and collection building ideas, distributors of Spanish language materials and Web site addresses of Spanish language sites. An interesting and highly energetic discussion about the issues faced by those librarians serving Spanish-speaking populations in Colorado ensued after the author presentation.  Ms. Moller is Director, Learning Resources Center, Colorado Mountain College, Timberline Campus, Leadville, CO.

Honors: 

In October 2000, the Auraria Library and Media Center was announced as winner of the Governor's 2000 State Top Achievement Recognition (STAR) Diversity Award. The library consciously hires a diverse workforce, measuring more than 30 percent ethnic minorities, reflecting the composition of the campus it serves as well as the City of Denver.  David Gleim, Dean and Director of the Auraria Library and Media Center, supports faculty and staff in organizations such as REFORMA.  Several of the Auraria faculty and staff are active members of the Colorado Chapter of REFORMA.
Projects:

Co-sponsored a reception in honor of Nancy Kranich, ALA President and William Gordon, ALA Executive Director at the Colorado Library Association Annual Conference in September 2000.
A task force was formed to work on our bylaws revision.  Revisions to the bylaws were proposed and a special election was held in February 2001 when all proposed bylaw revisions were approved.

The Membership renewal drive started in December 1999 for the retention of current members, past members and institutional membership continued with another mailing of renewal membership forms.  The drive resulted in the addition of a few more members and our first corporate member.

Orlando Archibeque, one of our chapter members, continued to be the REFORMA newsletter book review editor.  As a result, more of our chapter members participated in submitting book reviews for the column.

In what has become an annual event for the chapter, members staffed the information booth at the Rocky Mountain Book Festival.  

In support of the REFORMA scholarship program, the chapter donated a total of $500 to the fund.  This amount included donations from individuals totaling more than $300.

A committee was formed to plan an event for 2001.  Chapter members decided to have an author program entitled "Cuentos del Corazon".  This program would be a storytelling event with local author Angel Vigil and possibly other local authors.  Beckie Brazell negotiated with the Denver Children's Museum for our event to be part of their new Friday Family Night series.  Unfortunately, due to programming changes of the Children's Museum, we were unable to hold the event.  However, this connection to the museum should give us an excellent opportunity to work with the community at large in the future.  It could also provide us with an opportunity for a scholarship fundraiser.

Future Plans:

We need to increase our membership base.  In the upcoming year, we plan to focus on attracting new members.

We will continue to work on the revisions of our chapter brochure that was designed three years ago.  We will be looking into other paper options for printing the brochure.

Respectfully submitted,

Judith A. Valdez, President

REFORMA Colorado Chapter 

